IN THE TRADITIONAL RIGHTS COURT

OF THE CLERK OF e
4 COURTS —
REPUBLIC OF THE MARSHALL ISLANDS RE”"BUCFXF THE MARSHALL m-rjos
HATTIE RUSIN, CIVIL ACTION NO. 2023-00953
Plaintiff,
V. OPINION & ANSWER OF THE TRADITIONAL
RIGHTS COURT

PHILLIP KABUA, PHILINE KABUA-JEIK &
KEYOKA P. KABUA, et al.,

Defendants.

MEMBERS OF THE PANEL : Grace L. Leban
Presiding Judge, TRC

Nixon David
Associate Judge, TRC

Claire T. Loeak
Associate Judge, TRC

PLACE OF HEARING : Majuro Courthouse
Majuro Atoll, Marshall Islands

DATE OF HEARING : March 11-13, 25, 2026

SUMMARY IN BRIEF

After filing the Traditional Rights Court’s Opinion/Answer in this matter on July 2, 2025, the
High Court resubmitted this matter back with additional questions for the TRC to clarify and
answer on April 2, 2026.

ADDITIONAL QUESTIONS FOR THE TRC TO ANSWER:
The additional questions referred to the Traditional Rights Court are as follows:

i. First, as Question 1 asked who ‘as between Hattie Rusin and Philene Kabua-Jeik
and Keyoka P. Kabua is/are entitled to claim...’ (italics added), could the
Traditional Rights Court clarify its answer that also recognizes rights held by the
late Phillip Kabua who was dismissed from this case on his death on or about
January 31, 2024?









