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THE SUPREME COURT 

REPUBLIC OF THE MARSHALL ISLANDS 

REPUBLIC OF THE MARSHALL ISLANDS, 
Appellee/Plaintiff, 

vs. 

ALEE PHILLIP 

Appellant/Defendant. 

Criminal Case 2017-001 
Supreme Court Case 2018-003 

ORDER GRANTING MOTION 
FOR EXTENSION OF TIME TO 

FILE APPELLEE'S BRIEF; 

TO ALL PARTIES HEREIN THRORUGH THEIR RESPECTIVE COUNSEL OF RECORD: 

On May 21, 2018, Appellee Republic of the Marshall Islands filed a motion for an 

extension of time until May 28, 2018, in which to file its Answering Brief. 

In his affidavit counsel for Appellee concedes service of Appellant's brief on April 6, 

2018. Supreme Court Rule 28(c) allows Appellee 40 days from service of Appellant's br ief in 

which to file its Answering brief. 40 days from April 6, 2018, would have made Appellee's 

Answering brief due on or about May 16, 2018. Thus, Appellee has failed to comply with the 

Rules regarding timely filing of its brief. 

Rule 26(b) allows a justice of the Supreme Court to enlarge the time prescribed by the 

rules for performing an act or may permit an act to be done after expiration of such t ime only 

upon a showing of "good cause." 

Appellee's counsel's affidavit characterizes the case as 11of a very complex nature 

requiring for the first time the service of FBI agents to examine the crime scene, to have the 

evidence tested in FBI labs, and for FBI witnesses to testify in court." While the trial and 

investigation leading up to trial may have been very complex, it does not follow that the errors 

alleged by Appellant on appeal are particularly complex from either a factual or legal 

standpoint. 



The undersigned finds "good cause" for granting the requested extension of time to file 

Appellee's Answering brief due to the severity of the offenses of which Appellant stands 

convicted, the liberty interests at stake (as well as the public's interest), the seriousness 

(although not necessarily complexity) of the errors alleged on appeal, and because a response 

from the Republic will aid the Court in justly deciding this case. 

Appellee's motion for an extension oftime in which to file its Answering brief is 

therefore GRANTED and IT IS ORDERED that Appellee shall file its Answering brief prior to close 

of business on May 28, 2018. 

The Court had intended to give schedul ing priority to this criminal appeal but given the 

extension granted by this order and Appellant's right to file its Reply brief within 14 days, it 

does not appear possible for this matter to be heard on June 20, 2018. This case shall be heard 

at the next session of the Supreme Court anticipated to occur in the Fall of 2018. 

Dated May 22, 2018 (AST) 

Daniel Cadra, Chief Justice 



TH E ____ su_ P_R_E_M __ E ____________ COURT 

OF THE 
REP UBLIC OF THE MAR HALL I LA D 

RMI Appeal Case No. 201 -03 

Appellee/Pit\. J 
v ) 

) CERTIFICATE OF 
) SERVICE 

Alec Phtlltp 

Appellant/Defendant ) 

I, _I_n_gn_·d_ K_a_bu_a ___ , Chief Clerk of the Courts, hereby certify that on _5_12_4_1_18 ____ _ 

1 served the Order Granting Motion For Extension of Time to File Appclle's Brief 

fi led 05/23/2018 in the above captioned matter on: 

I. Russell Kun by [{] Email 0 Fax D Personal Hand Delivery 

2. Falai Tafaaki by [{] Email 0Fax D Personal Hand Deli very 

3. Cutty Wase by [{] Email 0Fax D Personal Hand Delivery 

4. Meuton Laiclren by [{] Email 0Fax D Personal Hand Delivery 

Attached is a copy of my I X l ent Email / D Fax Confirmation. 

Clerk of the Courts 

Marshall Islands Judiciary 

FILED: 

F LED 



5/24/2018 Gmail - Appeal 2018-03 

M Gmail Marshall Islands Judiciary <marshall.islands.judiciary@gmail.com> 

Appeal 2018-03 

Marshall Islands Judiciary <marshall.islands.judiciary@gmail.com> Thu, May 24, 2018 at 1:56 PM 
To: Russell Kun <rkun2405@gmail.com>, Falai Riva Taafaki <ftaafaki@gmail.com>, Cutty Wase <cuttywase@gmail.com>, 
Meuton Laiden <meutonlaiden@gmail.com> 

lakwe Counsel, 

Please find attached Order Granting Motion for Extension of Time to File Appellee's Brief. 

Kindly confirm receipt. Kommol. 

Ingrid 

Republic of the Marshall Islands Judiciary 
P.O. Box B 
Majuro, MH 96960 
Phone: (692) 625-3201/3297 
Fax: (692) 625-3323 
Website: rmicourts.org 
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