
 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1NAME:

ADDRESS:

PHONE NO.:

FAX NO.:

EMAIL ADDRESS:


IN THE HIGH COURT


OF THE


REPUBLIC OF THE MARSHALL ISLANDS

IN THE MATTER OF THE GUARDIANSHIP OF ____________________,



a minor,


By: ____________________ and ____________________,



Petitioners.

____________________________________

)))))))))))


CIVIL ACTION NO. 20_____-_____

GUARDIANSHIP PETITION

PETITION

Comes now petitioners _________________________ and _________________________ (“petitioners”), through their counsel ____________________ and move this court for a Decree of Guardianship appointing ____________________ and ____________________ (“proposed guardians”) to be guardians over the person of the child, ____________________, and allege as follows:


JURISDICTION


1.
The Court has jurisdiction over this matter pursuant to the Section 203 of the Guardianship Act, 25 MIRC Chp. 2, Section 211 of the Judiciary Act 1983, 27 MIRC Chp. 2, and Article VI, Section 3 of the Constitution.


THE PETITIONERS

2.
The petitioners are adult citizens and residents of the Republic, residing in _________________________ Village, _________________________ Atoll, Republic of the Marshall Islands.   The petitioners’ mailing address is P.O. Box __________,  Majuro, MH 96960, Marshall Islands.


THE CHILD

3.
The petitioners are the natural and legal parents of ________________________, who is _____ years of age (d.o.b. ___/___/___) and who is a citizen of the Republic.  See a certified copy of ____________________’s Certificate of Live Birth, Majuro No. __________, attached as Exhibit A.  


4.
_________________________ resides with the petitioners. [OR  _________________________ has been residing with the proposed guardians since ________________.  The petitioners report that they spoke to the proposed guardians and _________________________, and _________________________ is doing fine.  The proposed guardians intend to enroll ____________________ in school, upon receipt of a guardianship decree. [OR  The proposed guardians have enrolled ____________________ in the __________ grade at _________________________ School and is progress satisfactorily.]]


THE PROPOSED GUARDIANS

5.
Petitioners request that the proposed guardians _________________________ and _________________________ be appointed guardians over the person of ____________________ giving them legal custody of ____________________ and authority to provide for ____________________’s support, education, medical care and other needs so that ____________________ can live with them and attend school in the United States.


6.
The proposed guardians are adult citizens of the Republic and are husband and wife, having been married under custom since _______________.  The proposed guardians are residents of the United States.  The proposed guardians reside in a __________-bedroom, __________-bathroom house in ____________________, ____________________, United States of America.  Their address is ________________________________________________ __________________________________________________________.  The proposed guardians have lived the United States for __________ years.


7.
Proposed guardian ____________________ is employed at _________________________ as a _________________________, earning approximately $__________ biweekly.
  Proposed guardian ____________________ is employed at ______________________________ as a ______________________________, earning approximately $__________ biweekly.
  The proposed guardians have sufficient financial resources to provide for ____________________ and their family.


8.
Proposed guardian ______________________ is a close relative of _________________________.  Proposed guardian ______________________ is the _________________________ [UNCLE/AUNT/GRANDPARENT] of _________________________.


9.
As set forth in the Consent to Jurisdiction and Guardianship Oath attached as Exhibit B, the proposed guardians have sworn


a.
to take custody of ____________________ for a period of at least one year,


b.
that they consent to the Court’s personal jurisdiction over them with respect to this guardianship and that ________________________________________ [AGENT FOR SERVICE OF PROCESS] shall be their agent for service of process in this matter,


c.
to provide for ____________________’s support, education, medical care and other needs so that ____________________ can live with them and attend school in the United States,


d.
to submit to the Court within 60 days of the date hereof, or when the child becomes of school age, proof that ____________________ is attending school and that they have submitted a copy of this decree to the school;


e.
to submit reports on the condition of ____________________ to the Court at the expiration of the guardianship and from time to time as the Court may request, and


f.
to faithfully discharges the duties of guardians.


10.
The proposed guardians are capable and willing to provide the physical, emotional, mental and economic support ____________________ needs.


THE BEST INTERESTS OF THE CHILD

11.
The petitioners believe that the proposed guardianship shall promote the best interest of ____________________.


GUARDIANSHIP NOT SOUGHT TO CIRCUMVENT ADOPTION ACT

12.
The guardianship is not sought to circumvent the Adoptions Act 2002. P.L. 2002-64.


REQUEST FOR RELIEF

WHEREFORE, THE PETITIONERS PRAY THAT this Court appoint the proposed guardians _________________________ and _________________________ as guardians over the person of ____________________.


Dated: _______________, 20__________.

______________________________

_________________________

Name:






Name:

Petitioner





Petitioner


VERIFICATION

We, ______________________________ and ______________________________, after having been first duly sworn, do state as follows: We have read the above petition, understand its contents, and the matters set forth in the petition are true and correct.

______________________________

______________________________

Name:






Name:

Petitioner





Petitioner

Date: _______________, 20__________

Date: _______________, 20__________

Alternative Language Regarding the Natural Father 

If the father of ____________________ is unknown, has abandoned ____________________, or is not a petitioner, delete references to “father” as a petitioner, change “petitioners” to “petitioner,” and amend paragraph 3 as appropriate including language such as the examples set forth below:

The natural father is unknown.  The natural father’s name is not stated on ____________________’s certificate of live birth.  No one has claimed to be the natural father of  ____________________ or has supported ____________________ as the father.


Or

The natural father is ____________________.  However, he has not recognized ____________________ as his and has provided custody or support for ____________________ since _______________.


Or

The natural father is ____________________.  He has consented in writing to the guardianship.


[DO NOT FILE THIS PAGE]

�If the proposed guardian is self-employed, insert something like the following:  The proposed guardian is self-employed as a ____________________ [fisherman/lawyer] earning approximately $__________biweekly.


�If the proposed guardians stays at home and maintained the house and family, insert something like the following: “The proposed guardian is a full-time house _______________ [wife/husband].”










