
I Ji\LUIT CONSTITUTION 

ARTICLE L. NAME OF THE LOCAL GOVERNMENT 

SECTION 1. This Constitution ·.~ s the supre~ law of Jaluit Atoll and is a part 
' of law of the Marshall Islands. 

SECTION 2 . Th e name o f th e l ocal government is Jalu it Local Governmen t . 

SECTJON :l . Tile arr·.-1 or jur i ::d i c t ion o ( the J a lu Jt Local C:ovcrn JJe n l. i s Ja lui.t At oll 
and, jn Cl c co r danc<.' \.J i tl l Art t c l c · IX, Sect ion 9 ( 2 ) a nd (3) of the Consti tut ion of 
the Marslwll J slands , e xtc i1 ds to the sea and the seabed of t he i n terna l wate r s 
of Jaluit Atoll and to.tll ~ s urrounding sea and seabed to a distan ce of 5 mile s 
fr om t he b as e l ines from which the territorial · sea of J a lu i t At oll is measured, a s 
more pa rticularly described in Schedule 1. 

SECTI O 4 . Th e principl e place of business for the Mu nicipal Council s ha ll be 
Ja hor , Ja luit, o r at s uc h o t her place in t he l oca l government are a CIS the Council 
by r es olut i on dec lares . 

SECTI ON 5. Re sponsibil j t y f o r a ny matter within the area of J a luit Ato ll i s t hat 
of th e Jnl uit Council. 

SECTION 6. Any <J u t ho rit y PxPrc l sed within Jaluit Atoll s hall be e xercised by 
o r d in.1nc e . 

ARTICLE IJ . \.JAROS 

SECTION l. Th e Hunicipal Council 
e lect e d from the followin g wa rds, 
aga inst Hs name : 

Jaluit 
Ja bor 
Imiej 
I mroj 
J i t oke n 
He jri_::ok ~-~) 
f'{ f:JT'It 

~ p, r?t /c.__ p 
2-i\l<TJCLE Til. THE LEGIS LATU RE 

S EC!'J o~: 1. Leg i s l a tive powe r vested in the Council. 

members 
out 

.I. 1 l u i I 
J • Th e legi s l a t ive power of the loc a l governmont i s vC' ~;tl! d in the 

C: lltJ ll l ' i I :tnd s hall be. exc rci.s e d in a cc orda nce with the Ln-r. 

:Z . 'I'IH · powers veste d by t his sec ti on includ f' t:h. : p u ~-o' l ' r l l• -

(:1) a mend o r chan ge any ordinance in effect on .Ll1uit; ;tnd 

(b) e xe r c i se thos e powers set forth in Artil ce lX, Sect ion s 1 
:l:! d l. or tliC COJIS titut ion of the Ma~shall Islands ; and 

(c) e xercis e all l e ga l powers . not s et forth in th e Cun>; titution 
o f tiH: ~l il r s h<J 1. l Is lands; and 

( r1 \ nn ~,....""' "" ~--- - - -., • • 
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Candidate s 

1. A person must have reached the age of 25 years to be a candidate 
for Municipal Council. 

2. To be a candida te for the Jaluit Council a person must have the 
qualifi c~tions set out in Article IV, Section 4 (1,3,5,6). 

SECT TOK ~. Vncntion of sc~ t (or th e J aluit Council . 

1. I\ seaL of ·a member of the Jaluit Counc.ll shal l be come vacant lf-

(a) lte ceases to possess the qualifications for e lection he was 
rcqui r vd to h;tvc at th e time of his election; or 

(b) ltt:! die~ ; or 

( c ) h0 resigns in wrHing to the ~la yo r; ov 

(d) consecutive Julu it Council meetings 
M.aydr with the approva l of 3 two-thirds 

I< t 
I 
I t 

voters of the member 's ward 
' s dismissal. 

<'ECT ION 5 . Term of office for 

l. The t erm of 
years . 

Jalui t Council shall be two 
I 

2. After general elJ c 
o ffi ce until the second Tuesday in ,. 

council shall continue in 
I 

SECTTON 6. Meetings . 

' 
l. Meetings of the Jaluit cOuncil shall be held eve ry thr ee mon tl ts . 

I I 

2 . TI1e fir st mc e ling under thi~ Constitution shall be l e ld on the 
se cond Tuesday in January. 

·'I 

J. Meetings of the Jaluit ' Council shall be held for seve n days . . I I) I 

4 . Quorum for a meeting ·~f th~ J~luit Council shall be a majority of 
the total memberships of the J a luit Council. 

5 . Matters before the Council shall be de c ided by the mnjo rity of 
votes of' the members present and voting. 

nccessnry . 

s i gned by 

6 . The Hayor shall call a special meetin g when he fe e l s it i s 

7. A special meeting, s~afl no'~ last lOnger than three days. 

8 . The Jaluit Council n.y reqtkst a s pecial me eting by a pe tition 
two-th irds of the member !: ubmitt~d to 1 the Hayor . 
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!, , \·!h en :1!1)' N· mb~ r h;1s a district i ndividua l pecuniary i nt eres t whi c h 
h e believes :n if•,ht <! i sq u;Jl i.f y him from voti n g o n a question , he shall s t ate that 
int erest to the counc iL . 

J . ,\ny r:1cmbf'r o f the Co un c il may reques t .1. roll-call vote u pon any 
question befo re th e co un c.: i I. 

6 . /\ny lll•.:mb' nf t h e Coun r: t. m.1y r eque s t a roll-cull vote up on an y 
q u c s t ion h <' f n r' · t h c < • ' • 1111• • i I . 

7 . ,\ny " rd i lli l l1('l! or b usi nes s befo r e t hL~ co un c il which could not 
be r esul \ 'I'd bv counr: i I ~·!1;1 J .I l<11' !>l' and s hall not be b rought up fo r recon s idera tion . . 

SECTION 8 . Commit t rv~: . 

The .J a lu i l Counci l m<1Y est a blish standing conunit tees to deal with 
it s bus iness . 

ARTJ CLE TV. HE/\D OF Ti lE t·ILJN I CIP/\1. COUNCIL 

SECT lON l. 1\ t-!.1yo r "·! w sha ll be the Chief Execu tive Officer o f the local 
govern men t, whose d ut i.cs s h<1l l inc lude: 

l. Pr es l di. n g ns c h:1l r man of the Municipal Counc il and keepin g record 
o f i.ts ;1c tions <1n d announcin g t o the people o rdinances of the Municipal Council. 

l egislation 

th e l:1w . 

') 
'- • Reco mme ndin g to the Council or higher legislative au thor ity 
in the i: l l<'l'l ' !:ts o f th e peop l e of the lo c al governme nt area. 

.3 . ,'\rp f) illl i ll)'. (\ff i c('rs t o t he Exec uti ve Committee a s authoriz e d by 

4. Being r esponsible for t h e work of the off ic e rs of the Munici pnl 
Coun cil and for c o nvening spec ial meetings of the Coun c il. 

5. Be r es pons ible for speaking of the Sc n rl t o r on the conc e r ns of th e 
people o f the local gove rn me nt area . 

SECTT ON 2 . The ~1.1v or ~; h;l l l be elec ted by th e c ] i g iblc voters of th i s at o ll. 

SECTI O 3 . The 1a yor mus t be e l ec t e d b y a mnjority vote . 

SECTI ON !1. Qua 1 if j C<1l i 0ns 

l. Hust be one o f the people of Ja luit. 

2 . r1ust bl' rt r <.:s id e nt of J ~l uit /\toll f o r at lenst on e year prece e di ng 
his electi on nn d mu s l rl'sidc on J<1luit /\toll aftf'r his e l ection for his t erm o f 
offi ce . 

:> . i·lu sl nn t !1. 1VC' been decla red me nt a l l y incompe t e nt . 

!l . ~1ustbe 30 vc.1rs of age or o l de r. 

5 . Must pay the hend t ax to the Municipal Council. 

6 . 111st no t be und e r co urt sen t ence for a felon y crime. 
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(b) :1 !t'Lil i<'ll ~:ig n ccl by 2 / J o f th e r egi. s le red v o ters of J <J luit 
1\ LoJl std:;:j~!t•c! lt' Lll•· ' \;l:t i c ip ;il Cnunci.l ; or 

( •·) hi ~ ; l• · rm of of fi ce e xpir es ; o r 

(d) ltc di es 

SECTlO.' 6(2) . H th e offil't' o f th • l-1ayor b e come s vaca nt in acc o rdance with 
Art icle JV , Scclion J(.l) (;1 ,h, c , d) o( this c o ns titution, the Executive Committe e 
s hall appoint ()nc nf i Ls TII<.'mbc rs , with Lit e con sent of th e Hunicipal Council, t o 
pcrfon:t the- f un c tioll': of t.lw ~l;1 yo r ttnt i l s spec ial e lection for Mayor is h e ld. 

ARTl CLJ: V . TliE EXECUTJ \'E Cll ~·!~1l TTH 

SECTT Ot! 1 . Estnhli shml'n t o f the Exec utive Committee 

l . ,\n Exccut i. vv C:OIIIIIl i l tee o f th e l-1un i ci pal Council is established 
which h .1 ~; Lh e r< : :po ns i hi1 ily of L' nforci n g th e l <1ws of th e Municipnl Council. 

;·lt •. ·! ·: •·· .,, i·:•· Cnm~n iltl't' i s re s pnnsib l e t: o the Municipa l Coun r: iJ 
' . 'tlltC ! ion !> ;nlc!f'r Lh is C:nn s t i t uti on. 

~ . !'O \o.'t r ·• ' I r it~. ' EXl' t' ttt iv(l Comm i t tel' shc1l l be establishe d by ordinnnrP 
o f th l' C:nunc i l . 

SF. CT10N 2. C t~ mpPs it i• •n 0f rh c Ext•cutive Committ ee 

L. The !-'}:c c ut ivc Committ ee s hnl ] cons i s t of -

(a) t IH· .' 1)'\)r ; <lllcl 

(b) four co un c il members appoint e d by the Mayor with the consent 
of the Muni c ipal Counci l. 

SECTI ON J . V.:~ce1t i on o f Office 

] . The tlfficl' o f an Exec ut i ve Hembe r shall become vacant if -

( :1) h i ·; c r m of o f f ic e ex p t r es ; o r 

(b) l•l' n•s l gns by n o tice in writin g t o the Mayor ; or 

(c) th •: 1'-byor dismissess him f o r ca use . 

SECfTON 3(2) . 1 !' tlw office o( a n Executi ve Me mbe r be comes vn cnn t by r eason of 
th e tcrmin ,Jt i on of hi ~; t <' r lll o ( office a s a member o( the Muni cipa l Coun c il, he ma y 
con Li tlttt: t o pcrfl)rlll LII L' ftlllCL i lH IS anrl wo rk of nn Executive ~kmbcr . 

In illl' l'V• ' 11l o r tile absence or in c<lpac i ty of nn Executive Memb e r , t !P · 
Ma yo r may: 

(a) a pp oi nt a nothe r Exec ut ive Member t o perform some or all of hi s 
functi ons ; o r 

( '- \ "~~ .. ; , , "' m<>mhp r · of t h e Municipal Council to act as .t an Exccu-
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SECTI ON 6 . Advi c' t 11 til( · ~h1n ici.p <~l Council , etc . o f certain matters . 

1. Th e ~\ :1y o r s lwll promptly notify the Hunicipal Council and the 
Minister of : 

(a) the <~rpo intment, dismissal or resignation of a member of the 
Executive Committee; or 

(h ) l I 1t • 1 I' I' , l i n t mt · 11 of a mt'mbcr und e r Sect ion 4 (b) of th t s Article; 
or 

(c) t_ II L' dut ie s <llld responsibJ.J i l ics of an Executive Member. 

2 . The Exec utiv e Committee shall promp t l y notify the Municipal Council 
and the Secretary of Internal Affairs of the appointment by it of a member of the 
Executive Committ ee to perfo rm th e functions of Mayor. 

3 . Tile F.:-:cc ul tvc Comm ittee of the Municipal Council shall promptly 
noti fy the ~lunj ci pal Co unc il nn d the Secretary of Internal Affairs of the vacation 
of th e office of t.h t: ~L1vor 1111<.l 'r ArLic1c IV Sec tion 6(1) (a), (b), (c), or (d). 

ARTICLE Vl . Fl NANCE 

SECTION l. Counci l cont rol of r evenue 

1 . No t<J x s l! :1 ll be l e vi d on the people, businesses or otherwise 
unles s authorize d by law . 

2 . /\ll t ;JXPS must be authorized by the Council in an ordinance. 

3 . Al l rc cnues r<1i.sed by the Council shall be placed in a Jaluit 
General Fund i 11 ilccord<lllCL' with Article V, Section 3 of this constitution. 

SECTION 2. The Executive Committee shall be responsible for the budget. 

1. The Exe cutive Committee shall prepare a budget estimate for the 
Jaluit Council. 

2 . The r e s h.:l1J be no appropriation ordinance without the consent of 
the Execut ivc Commit tc· c . 

3. Arpropri:1t ions shall lapse at the end of the financial year to 
which they apply . 

SECTION 3 . General Fund 

1. There s haJl be a fund called the Jaluit General Fund. 

2 . All ta xes , revenues, money given t o the council, and mone y collected 
by the council sh<1 lJ be deposited into the Jaluit General Fund. 

3. The .Ta]ujt C:l' ncral Fun d shall be put in a bnnk decided on by th e 
Jaluit Counc il. 

4 . All money not s pent in a financial yea r shall r evert to th e 
Genera l Fund . 

SECTION 4. Expenditure nf money from the Jaluit General Fund. 
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SECTION 6. The Ex cuLiv ~.: c.munLttee shall be responsible for keeping records and 
accounts. 

l. It shall be the responsibility of the Executive Committee to keep 
, full and proper record s ami <Jccounts of the Jaluit General Fund and of the Trust 
Fund. 

2 . The Execut ive Committee s hall be responsible to the Auditor 
General [or th e :Jccotmts nnd reco rd s :IS provided in Article VIII, Section 15 of the 
Cons ti tu t ion of he M;nsh .:Jll l s lands . 

J. The Executive Committee shall every ye a r submit a report to the 
Council on the fj n<1nc i:1l r ecords nnd accounts and how the Municipal Council has 
used its mon e y in that yenr . 

' '· Th e n ·co rd s .:md nccounts shall be open for pub li c inspection. 

ARTICLE VII. STAFF 

SECTI ON 1 . Workers 

l . Tilt~ t·l:Jyo r, O il bc lt :J I r o[ Lhe Municip:ll Council , appo int any work<'rS 
for the mun ic i p;JJ co u11 c i l . 

:! . Thl! duLj v!; ;ltld n •spo ns ibilitlcs of the workers shall be estctblished 
by onjjnan cc of the ~1 un i cip:1 ! Co uJ H' il. 

SECTI ON 2 . Compe nsa t i ,,n 

Compe ns:1tjon for Itt• >1ilvor, the Executive Comm itt e e , the Municipal Co un ci l ·and 
st:1ff o f Lhc ~1 un i c i p:1l CnuJJ(' i 1 s ll:lll be es tablish e d by ordinance . 

ARTTCLE VIT l . CllS TOi'1 ,\ND TR.1\ Dl Tl ONAL RIGHTS 

SECT1 0N J . Traditi.oJ1:1l l~ i gh t~; to be preserved . 

1 . Nothing in Article VIII shall operate to invalidate traditi onal 
right s . 

2 . Traditional right s for this Ar ticle includes the three r ights, 
Iroijlaplnp, Alnp and Dri Jerbal . 

J . Ther e s!J nll be no ordinance to change the present tradi tional 
ri gh t s . 

SECTI ON 2 . Th e r e sh<1ll be no ~ ·nle or leas e of l and or o ther l:md transacti on 
with out the app r ov<J l of the I r oijlaplap , Alap and Dri Jerbal of the land. 

ARTICLE IX . AMEND~1ENT TO THE CONSTITUTION 

SECTION 1 . ,\mcnclm<~n t r> f Ll1 c Con s titution 

l . Ev,•r•: :1:11 ·:1 'll!•'ll t t o t.ll.i. s CO li :; tit uti nn s h, .. lll he made in ncco rdnn c (~ .. 



This Cons t it ution s ha ll be effective on a date fixed by t he Ministe r of 
I nternal Affairs of th cGovc rn me nt of the Marshall Island s . 


